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1985 PEACE CAUCUS FOUNDED

The Peace Caucus in affiliation with the American Public Health 
Association (APHA) was founded in 1985 to educate and engage the 
influential voice of public health professionals in efforts to promote 
peace. 

Through outreach and educational activities, we strive to illuminate that 
peace and social justice are key determinants of the health of 
individuals and communities across the globe.

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_2ce5e27462ad4bd88f9699248a2dd6c5.pdf
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WHAT WE DO

Peace Caucus members organize scientific 
programs at APHA’s annual meeting, develop 
policies, disseminate information and conduct other 
activities that highlight the public health impacts of 
war, conflict and other forms of violence and the 
essential role of health professionals in prevention. 

Our activities illustrate the need for peaceful and 
just environments so that populations can thrive.



1986
PROTESTS AT THE US NUCLEAR WEAPONS TEST SITE 

(NEVADA TEST SITE)

• 1951-1992 – NTS 928 announced nuclear tests, 828 
underground

• Between 1986 and 1994 there were 536 demonstrations 
held at the NTS involving 37,488 participants and 
15,740 arrests

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_2ce5e27462ad4bd88f9699248a2dd6c5.pdf


1986
APHA’S 1986 ANNUAL MEETING LAS VEGAS, NV

PROTEST AT THE US NUCLEAR WEAPONS TEST SITE 
(NEVADA TEST SITE)

Front row left to right  Carl Sagan, APHA-Immediate Past President 

Victor W. Sidel, and PSR Co-Founder H. Jack Geiger 

Victor W. Sidel, MD addressing Nevada Test Site Protestors 

APHA non-violent protesters transported after arrests 

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_2ce5e27462ad4bd88f9699248a2dd6c5.pdf


> 500 APHA 
members marched

& 139 were arrested





1987

JOIN TODAY !

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_da863217dd1640cd8cc7cd258a2a1a8e.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=J1Besd8-PxesoZWS4oDlbQgUdp-R-Yv-s5EuINoBT-jitPk1HefFiDPG0oDrvaqRj3nGxxGw9JJajBYZ


1988 1989 1990 1991

• Peace Caucus members cycle with 25 
Russian cyclists  from Moscow to 
Leningrad with “Cycle Paths for 
Peace” 

• Health Effects of Nuclear Weapons 
R&D and Production/ Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty 

• Economic Conversion
Public Health Costs of War 

• Persian Gulf War/ Low-Intensity 
Conflict/ Central America

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_b62f6d3e5758452196331a931f569f33.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_e7a974319c8b440fbcead734bad232e6.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_45698ab92e8341cf97acf10a65c34649.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_6e42a6040e4c41d5bc62cfef5ac475bf.pdf


1990 New York City 



1992 1993 1994 1995 
• Persian Gulf War

• Chemical Biological Weapons of 
Mass Destruction

• Militarism/National Health Insurance 
and the Peace Dividend

8 PC sessions 
1989-1995 on 

health impacts of 
nuclear weapons 

R&D 

Dr. Yolanda Huet-Vaughn

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_3209286f23aa499ebe368cd3db8f8234.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_71900bbc9b9f4024987cac377c097af5.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_b7925fee66314566ae6584226222a8d3.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_330abdb7b04045c8aaf6755b930c89d6.pdf
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/tdih/dr-yolanda-huet-vaughn-refused-service/


1996 1997 1998 1999 

• 1997 War & Public Health 

• Women & War, Sanctions

• Central America/ Liberation 
Medicine

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_8941a5ba8f2d4aa8a0b16d7d4a497805.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_bc7681ddc17a4aceab3748e1ae31c26d.pdf


2000 2001 2002 2003

• 2003 Terrorism & Public 
Health

• 2000 War & Public Health 
(updated)

2001 
1st session on 
bioterrorism

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_fb510856b4324af586503ccbe4dee7a2.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_f553a6cddb434dc5abe41e52e41de074.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_3f5756a550b14f3d805582173d0b6740.pdf


2004 2005 2006 2007

• 2006 Social Injustice & Public 
Health 

Veterans health 

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_dd350da3a625474faa6c0ddfe0bbc2e6.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_3f9253964ca34e3da98768a126ccb531.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_3ed9b6b9c3514297b58449a5b06ace74.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_f773605234c547b8b16a0d9e039a33b5.pdf


2007 UNEMBEDDED
Collaboration with APHA, Labor Caucus & 

Peace Caucus



2008 2009 2010 2011

• 2008 2nd Edition WPH

• IRAN

Harms of war and 
conflict on women, 
children, veterans, 

families, communities
Ann Hirschman 

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_6d131ab5793948dcbfb67561c30a219d.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_2ba715e7db3c42ef858e740084651a85.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_ab57530d6fe149bdb40ece9e15a63510.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_f8880a44435c4fa98c3ff74b93d838d4.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/style/protest-street-medics.html


2009 Winter Soldier Film Screening

www.ivaw.org

http://www.ivaw.org/wintersoldier
http://www.ivaw.org/


Public Health Working Group of 
Primary Prevention of War

• Grew out of 2011 
Peace Caucus session 

• Shelley White, PhD, MPH, 
Founder and Chair

https://www.aphapeacecaucus.org/group-on-prevention-of-war


2012 2013 2014 2015

• 2012 Terrorism & Public Health 
2nd Edition

• Military Recruiting in Schools

• 2013 Social Injustice & Public 
Health 2nd Edition

• Noam Chomsky

Amy Hagopian

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_6715eded50f943b3958a5e3f3095ff76.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_a4a8eaa4fbea4e7c986f2d42a7414e3f.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_94a1da7f70894c068d8d8675ad10dee3.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_93604e84320c45b183cccf29bde61167.pdf
https://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Garfield-volunteers-for-military-recruiting-battle-1173810.php


2016 2017 2018 2019

War in Syria

• 2019 Social Injustice & Public 
Health 3rd Edition 

Climate Change, conflict, refugees

Dan Ellsberg tribute to 
Dr. Victor W. Sidel

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_8c84474bf38a48f49111eedb4f50687e.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_e8d7eedb3ca0443da4edc12a08020c72.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/86e557_fed87248b0894a8ca4bf10f887829064.pdf
https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/018c1c_834e50efe24f419080292636f1432683.pdf
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PEACE CAUCUS 
PEACE CAUCUS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

 

APHA Annual Meeting    October 24-28, 2020      ONLINE  
 

www.aphapeacecaucus.org 

PEACE, JUSTICE, & PUBLIC HEALTH: YOUR GUIDE TO APHA SESSIONS & EVENTS 

Follow us on twitter 
@APHAPeaceCaucus 

TUESDAY October 2Oth 

• 4:00 PM–6:00 PM MT - Session 256.0 

    Joint Policy Committee Public Hearings C 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/60
959  Proposed policies on nuclear weapons abolition and the war 
in Yemen to be discussed, please attend to speak in support of 
these important policy statements. 

SATURDAY October 24th 

• 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM MT Session 214.0 (IH) 

Palestine Health Justice Working Group Meeting 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/61
755  

SUNDAY October 25th 

• 9:00 – 11:00 AM MT Session 201.0  

Peace Caucus Business Meeting. ALL WELCOME!  
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/61467  
 

• 6:00 – 8:00 PM MT Health Activist Dinner 

$10 students free: http://www.healthactivistdinner.org  

 

MONDAY October 26th 

• 1:00 – 2:30 PM MT Session 3174.1 (All Caucus Collaborative) 

Strategies to Address an Epidemic of Injustice:  
Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women and Persons (MMIWP) 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/62059  
 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 27TH 
• 8:30 AM –10:00 AM MT Session 4049.0 

4049.0 - Health and Conflict: New Research and the Imperative 
of Action for Yemen and Syria 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/6
0176  

• 1:00 PM –2:30 PM MT Session 4184.1 (APHA) 

Slaughter in Silence:  Violence and Public Health in the DRC, the 
World’s Deadliest Conflict Since World War II 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/6
0946  

• 5:00 PM –6:30 PM MT Session 4363.0  
Preventing Violence and Securing Peace, Racial, and Social 
Justice for All: Knowledge and Action Agenda for Public Health 
Professionals 
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/meetingapp.cgi/Session/6
0178 

 

 

DON’T MISS THESE PEACE CAUCUS &  

APHA COLLABORATIVE SESSIONS 
PEACE: A PREREQUISITE OF  

PUBLIC HEALTH 

 
Leveraging the opportunities of an online 

meeting to lift up voices on the front lines of 
global militarization and domestic policing 

For the past 35 years, the Peace Caucus has 
served to make visible, as expressed in APHA’s 
2009 policy statement,  that “war has 
profound public health consequences, and it is 
an entirely preventable source of some the 
world’s worst public health catastrophes.” 

This year’s online meeting provided us with 
the unique opportunity to lift up voices from 
around the globe whose work is at the 
intersection of war, conflict, violence, and 
public health, and who otherwise would have 
been unable to attend the meeting. We urge 
you to take advantage of our extraordinary 
program, which brings to the forefront of the 
annual meeting the connections between 
violence and public health in Africa, Yemen, 
Syria, and in the U.S., exploring the health 
consequences of structural violence, and its 
relationship to racism, social injustice, and 
war. Please make the most of this 
unprecedented opportunity by attending the 
Peace Caucus sessions. 

While violence prevention is the theme of this 
year’s annual meeting, it is the theme of every 
annual meeting for the Peace Caucus. Please 
learn more about the work of the Peace 
Caucus by attending our business meeting, 
and support the work of the Peace Caucus by 
joining at: https://www.aphapeacecaucus.org.  

 

https://852970c3-1bab-4e32-8382-007db4fa121f.filesusr.com/ugd/018c1c_487fe6df29de4c86a69729ddd635ead6.pdf


APHA Policy Statements On
War, Conflict, Militarism, Nuclear Weapons

• APHA resolutions on this topic include:

• Prioritizing Cleanup of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation to protect the Public’s Health 20105 
(2010) [Contamination; Civilian health]

• The Role of Public Health Practitioners, Academics, and Advocates in Relation to Armed Conflict 
and War 20095 (2009) [War as a public health problem; Prevention; Promote Peace]

• Opposition to US Attack on Iran 200718 (2007) [Prevent pre-emptive attack; reduce nuclear 
weapons proliferation]

• Opposition to the United States Plans for New Nuclear Weapons Development and Pre-emptive 
War 200324 (2003) [Conflict resolution through negotiation; Re-establish commitment to 
respecting international treaties]

• Opposition to National Missile Defense and the Militarization of Space 200119 (2001) [Reduce 
nuclear arsenal; Reinvest funds for the people]

• Nuclear Weapon Free World 9932 (1999) [Engage in Anti-Nuclear resolutions]*

• Taking Nuclear Weapons Off Alert 9931 (1999) [Hair trigger alert]*

• Cessation of Continued Development of Nuclear Weapons 9804 (1998) [Opposing nuclear 
weapons modernization]*

• Cessation of Nuclear Testing and Abolition of Nuclear Weapons 9605 (1998) [Opposing nuclear 
weapons modernization]*

• Implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention 9712 (1997) [Ban use of chemical 
weapons]*

• Public Health Hazards at Nuclear Weapons Facilities 8917 (1989) [Right of American people to 
know all information in order to exercise political right; health risks]*

• The Health Effect of Militarism Date 8531(PP) (1985) [Prevention of a Nuclear War; Public 
Health Budgetary Impacts]*

• Nuclear Testing and Dumping of Nuclear Waste Materials in the Pacific Ocean 8307 (1983) 
[Destruction of environment and the jeopardization of human life]*

• Nuclear War and Nuclear Weapons 8117 (1981) [Pursuing verifiable agreement to eliminate 
nuclear arsenals among nuclear weapons states]*

• Nuclear Power 7909 (1979) [Significant lack of preventative health policy]*

• World Peace and the Military Budget 7913 (1979) [Military budget as a threat to world peace]*

• * Denotes statement has been or will be archived this year.



2009

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/22/13/29/the-role-of-public-health-practitioners-academics-and-advocates-in-relation-to-armed-conflict


PEACE CAUCUS 1985-2020
• Towards A Nuclear Weapons 

Free World (2020) 

“If we somehow suspended the arms race 

and expenditures on it for a year, we 
could, I am confident pay for every 
proposal made at every session at this 
meeting of APHA, the last meeting of 
APHA, and the meeting of APHA next 
year still to come, and have money left 
over for further efforts to prevent death, 
ease suffering and save lives throughout 
the world.

H. Jack Geiger, MD

Closing Session APHA 1985  

Adopted by APHA 
October 24th 2020



"Remembering Victor W. Sidel" 
(click on box to begin video)

created by Victor and Ruth Sidel’s

Grandson, Andrew Sidel



WE WELCOME YOUR COLLABORATION!  

• Program planning

• Policy statements

• Newsletter

• Social Media

• Website

• Communications

• Publications

• Curriculum development 

• Demonstrations

• Film festivals

• Photography exhibitions

• Cycling for peace

JOIN US TODAY !

https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=J1Besd8-PxesoZWS4oDlbQgUdp-R-Yv-s5EuINoBT-jitPk1HefFiDPG0oDrvaqRj3nGxxGw9JJajBYZ

